Alive!
The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 5, 2021
We welcome you in the name of Jesus! Thank you for joining us today at Alive!
Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s
gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. We pray that today’s service will be a
blessing to you.

848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062
Tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This Is the Feast
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the prayers of Your
humble servants and grant that what they ask may be in accord
with Your gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
4Say

to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.”
A
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 35:4–7a

Epistle

James 2:1–10, 14–18
1

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine
clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also
comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing
and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man,
“You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4have you not then made
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
5Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to
those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the
rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7Are
they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were
called?
8
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9But if you show
partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has
become accountable for all of it. . . .
14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go
in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for
the body, what good is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead.
18
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show
me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works.
A
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel
Mark 7:24–37
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
24

From there [Jesus] arose and went away to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he
could not be hidden. 25But immediately a woman whose little daughter was
possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his
feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27And he said to her, “Let
the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29And he said to her, “For this
statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30And
she went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.
31Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon
to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32And they brought to
him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged
him to lay his hand on him. 33And taking him aside from the crowd
privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his
tongue. 34And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And his ears were opened, his tongue
was released, and he spoke plainly. 36And Jesus charged them to tell no one.
But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37And
they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well.
He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
P
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

797 Praise the Almighty

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon – “We are One”
Stand

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Offertory
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Preface
P
C
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your onlybegotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution
In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us His true body and blood to eat and to drink,
to deliver to us forgiveness, life, and salvation. To be worthy and well-prepared
to receive this gift, have faith in Christ’s words; repent of all sin; set your heart

and mind on forgiving and loving your neighbor as Christ forgives and loves
you.
Because those who eat and drink the Lord’s body and blood while unworthy or
unprepared do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from
that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the sacrament, must first speak with the pastor.
Today we will use a continuous communion line. You will come forward
through the center aisle to receive the body and blood of Jesus at the front of the
sanctuary and then return to your seat using the outer aisle. The pastor will
speak a dismissal over the congregation at the conclusion of receiving the
sacrament.

Sung During the Distribution…
851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction
LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
844 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062
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Dear friends in Christ,
With tomorrow being Labor Day, it is time to get back into the
swing of things. School is starting and summer adventures are coming
to an end. Now is a great time to get back into the swing of things at
church, too!
While I only have a few weeks left with you, I really want to
encourage you to recommit yourself to Christ and to this community
He’s built here at Alive! Come to church regularly. Get your kids to
Sunday School each week. Reconnect with your fellow members and
support the ongoing life of the church. There will be plenty to do!
Maybe in the last year plus you’ve found yourself drifting away
from congregational life. Social distancing and online worship made
new habits – ones that might feel hard to break. But it is important for
your own spiritual life with Christ that you do. Jesus doesn’t intend for
us to walk the road He has placed before us alone. Instead, He gives us
the fellowship of His body, the guidance of His Word, and the
strengthening we receive from His sacraments to carry us along the
way. He leads and guides and encourages us to follow. Throughout the
upcoming year, walk with Jesus!
Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske
Those attending services online who would like to make an offering
to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail
(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH
automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact
pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app).

This Week at Alive!
Today 9/5
9:00 a.m. Worship w/ Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
Monday 9/6
Labor Day
Sunday 9/12
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
Monday 9/13
6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting

Pastor Lieske has accepted the call to serve Trinity Lutheran Church in
Fergus Falls as their next pastor. Please pray for his family and for
Alive in this transition. Prayerfully consider how you can help and
serve Alive during the coming transition. Pastor Lieske’s final Sunday
with us at Alive! will be September 19.
Sunday School will be starting soon! Please plan to have your children
attend. Keep your eyes and ears open for more information.

Celebrations
Birthdays This Week at Alive!
September 6: Chloe Sandvig
Baptismal Anniversaries This week at Alive!
September 6: Denise Hawkinson
September 6: Chloe Sandvig
September 10: Tyler Mapes

Last Week at Alive!
Attendance
Sunday August 29 In-person
Sunday August 29 Online

30
5

Offerings
Sunday, August 29 Offering
8/29 Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)

$975.00
$315.00

