Alive!
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 29, 2021
We welcome you in the name of Jesus! Thank you for joining us today at Alive!
Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s
gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. We pray that today’s service will be a
blessing to you.

665 Be Strong in the Lord

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062
Tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Introit

Psalm 51:7, 10–12; antiphon: v. 2

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!

Kyrie

LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us
every virtue and bring to completion every good intent that we
may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9
1“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am
teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession
of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2You shall
not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep
the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you. . . .

6

Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these
statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding
people.’ 7For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the
LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great nation
is there, that has statutes and just decrees so righteous as all this law that I
set before you today?
9
“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the
things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the
days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children’s
children.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Ephesians 6:10–20
10

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
11
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the
readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the
evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God, 18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer
and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints, 19and also for me, that words may be given to
me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20for
which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought
to speak.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel
Mark 7:14–23
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me,
all of you, and understand: 15There is nothing outside a person that by going
into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what
defile him.” 17And when he had entered the house and left the people, his
disciples asked him about the parable. 18And he said to them, “Then are you
also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person
from outside cannot defile him, 19since it enters not his heart but his
stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20And he said,
“What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21For from within, out of
the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder,
adultery, 22coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a
person.”
14[Jesus]
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

566 By Grace I’m Saved

5

By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

6

By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since I am saved by grace alone.

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110350062
Tune: Public domain

Stand

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062
Tune: Public domain
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Dear friends in Christ,
Last Sunday I announced that I had accepted the call to serve
Trinity Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, MN. The decision was
certainly a difficult one to make. I have appreciated and continue to
appreciate the opportunity to be your pastor over these past five years. I
love and care for this congregation and for you. However, when you
come to believe that God is calling you to another field of service, it is
wise to listen.
It is hard for a congregation to lose their pastor. Alive endured
this six years ago, and now will experience it again. I really meant what
I asked you to pray for at the end of my announcement last Sunday –
pray for Alive and her members that this time of uncertainty would
draw the members of this congregation nearer to one another and nearer
to the Lord. This is an opportunity for everyone to contribute in some
way to the ongoing life of the congregation for the benefit of the rest of
the brothers and sisters in Christ.
I pray that God would guard and protect this flock so that it
would not scatter. In this morning’s sermon I will speak about the
devil’s attempts to attack us – he would like nothing better than that
Christ’s sheep would scatter. It is important to thwart him. That means
I need to ask you, since you are part of this flock, not to scatter. Not to
let this pastoral change, on top of the pandemic and the general busyness of life, be the thing that leads you to de-prioritize Christ in your
life or your place among this community of faith Christ has gathered
here at Alive. Quite frankly, you all need one another. Alive needs
you. Christ is with you.
Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske

This Week at Alive!
Today 8/29
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
Sunday 9/5
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
Monday 9/6
Labor Day

Pastor Lieske has accepted the call to serve Trinity Lutheran Church in
Fergus Falls as their next pastor. Please pray for his family and for
Alive in this transition. Prayerfully consider how you can help and
serve Alive during the coming transition.

Celebrations
Birthdays This Week at Alive!
August 28: Terry Galle
August 28: Bill Isch
September 1: Mason Drewelow
Baptismal Anniversaries This week at Alive!
September 2: Katelyn Brower

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering
to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail
(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH
automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact
pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app).
Last Week at Alive!
Attendance
Sunday, August 22 In -Person
Sunday, August 22 Online

26
~14

Offerings
Sunday, August 22 Offering
8/22 Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)
8/22 Electronic Giving (QCD)

$545.00
$905.00
$450.00

